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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Seaford  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

Madam  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  public  health  and  on 
the  sanitary  circumstances  of  Seaford  for  1970. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  area  compare  very  favourably  with  those  for  England 
and  Wales  and  do  not  call  for  any  special  comment. 

Twenty-four  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  Seven  of 
these  were  of  food  poisoning  which  occurred  in  a  holiday  home  for  school  children  from 
the  London  area.  An  account  of  the  outbreak  is  given  in  this  report.  There  was  also 
an  outbreak  of  infective  hepatitis  in  one  of  the  residential  schools  in  Seaford  and  ten 
cases  were  notified.  Once  again  the  notification  of  measles  was  very  low  only  six 
cases  being  reported.  Two  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified  during  the 
year. 


The  Bishopstone  sewerage  scheme  has  now  been  completed  and  Chailey  Rural  District 
Council  have  started  work  on  the  Norton  scheme  to  link  up  with  the  Bishopstone  scheme. 
The  combined  scheme  when  completed  will  protect  the  water  supply  at  Poverty  Bottom 
which  although  lying  outside  the  Seaford  boundary  supplies  the  authority  with  its 
water. 


The  sewage  from  Seaford  still  flows  untreated  into  the  sea.  Even  if  the  health 
risks  are  minimal,  it  cannot  be  a  good  advertisement  for  a  seaside  town  to  discharge 
all  the  crude  sewage  through  a  short  outfall  at  one  end  of  the  beach  used  by  the 
public.  Complaints  are  received  from  time  to  time  about  this  method  of  disposal. 

Attention  is  once  more  drawn  to  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  (11). 
Although  this  is  five  fewer  than'  in  1969i  throughout  England  and  Wales  this  largely 
preventable  disease  is  killing  more  and  more  people  each  year.  The  total  for  1970  for 
England  and  V/ales  was  30,281  compared  with  12,398  in  19^9*  The  number  of  deaths  from 
this  cause  is  rising  by  more  than  500  a  year  at  the  present  time.  The  medical 
profession  is  convinced,  though  not  entirely,  since  some  doctors  still  continue  to 
smoke  cigarettes,  that  the  cause  of  these  premature  deaths  is  cigarette  smoking. 
Doctors  have  reduced  their  smoking  considerably  more  than  any  other  group  of  people 
and  statistics  are  showing  conclusively  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer  in 
doctors  is  now  falling.  Amongst  smokers  there  is  also  an  increased  rate  of  heart 
disease,  of  bronchitis  and  of  cancer  of  the  bladder.  A  figure  of  100,000  deaths  per 
year  associated  with  smoking  has  been  recently  mentioned  and  this  illustrates  the 
magnitude  of  the  problem.  It  is  probably  the  greatest  single  health  problem  at  the 
present  time. 

Little  has  been  heard  about  fluoridation  during  recent  years  and  in  the  meantime, 
a  vast  amount  of  money  continues  to  be  spent  on  our  dental  services,  some  of  which 
would  have  have  unnecessary  had  fluoridation  been  universally  adopted.  In  Birmingham 
which  has  consumed  artificially  fluoridated  water  since  1985»  the  benefits  are  already 
apparent  in  the  state  of  children's  teeth  which  continue  to  improve.  The  cost  of 
fluoridation  in  that  city  works  out  at  about  1^  new  pence  per  annum  per  head  of  the 
population.  I  am  certain  that  if  a  cost  benefit  analysis  was  carried  out,  a  financial 
saving  to  the  community  would  be  demonstrated,  to  add  to  the  already  proven  benefits 
to  dental  health. 


In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  the  help  and  support  I  have  received  from  them  during  the  year.  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Murdoch,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing 
Manager  and  to  Mr.  Bower,  the  Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  their  valuable 
assistance  and  to  the  other  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  and 
co-operation. 

I  am  Madam  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  L.  COTTON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General's  estimate  for  mid  year  1970) 
Population  (I9OI  Census) 

Population  (1931  Census) 

Population  (1951  Census) 

Population  (19d1  Census) 

Net  increase  in  population  during  the  year 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1931 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1951 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  I96I 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1970 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1971) 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate 

(b)  VITAL  STATISTICS 

1 .  Births  8c  Birth  Rates 


Live  births 

Live  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population  (crude) 

Corrected  birth  rate 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Still  births 


Still  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births 
Total  live  and  still  births 

Male  Female  Total 


Live  births 


Legitimate 

68 

79 

147 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

10 

TOTALS; 

73 

84 

157 

Still  births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS; 

- 

1 

1 

2.  Deaths  8c  Death  Rates 
Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (crude) 
*  Corrected  death  rate 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 


4,274 

15,870 

3,355 

6,925 

9,001 

10,994 

270 

1 ,480 
2,606 
3,800 
6,431 
£818,018 
£8,160 


SEAFORD  ENGLAND 

U,D.  8c'^  WALES 

157 

9.9  16.0 

18.7 

6.0  8.0 

1 

6.0  13.0 


261 

16.4  11.7 

7.7 

1 


1 


2.  Deaths  &  Death  Rates  (Continued) 


U.D.  8c  WA“lES 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  total  live  births  6 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  7 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live 

births  0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 

live  births)  0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1 ,000  live  births  0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 
week  combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births)  6 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  1 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  6 


18 

17 

26 

12 

11 

23 


*  In  order  to  compare  death  rates  and  birth  rates  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
the  Registrar  General  supplies  comparability  factors  for  every  district,  so  as  to 
adjust  for  irregularities  regarding  age  and  sex  in  the  local  population.  Applying  a 
comparability  factor  of  1.89  to  the  crude  birth  rate  of  the  adjusted  rate  becomes 
18.7  which  is  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  at  I6.O.  Similarly  a  comparability 
factor  of  0.47  applied  to  the  death  rate  makes  the  adjusted  rate  7 •  This  is  below 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  at  11.7* 


POPULATION 


The  population  of  Seaford  for  the  last  ten  years  is  as  follows: - 


Year 

Population 

Births 

Deaths 

1961 

11,860 

111 

184 

1962 

12,230 

123 

182 

1965 

12,730 

126 

217 

1964 

14,030 

163 

190 

1965 

14,460 

160 

241 

1 966 

14,700 

166 

215 

1967 

15,000 

179 

244 

1968 

14,700 

156 

273 

1969 

15,600 

169 

293 

1970 

15,870 

157 

261 

The  population  shows  an  increase  of  , 
During  the  year  a  further  153  houses  were 


Birth 

Rate 

Adjusted 

Birth 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

Adjusted 

Death 

Rate 

9.3 

10.7 

13.3 

12.5 

10.1 

11.2 

14.9 

12.5 

9.9 

16.4 

17.0 

11.6 

11.6 

22.5 

13.3 

7.4 

11.1 

22.5 

16.7 

8.3 

11.3 

22.9 

14.6 

6.9 

11.9 

21.6 

16.3 

7.8 

10.6 

19.3 

18.6 

8.2 

10.8 

20.4 

18.8 

8.5 

9.9 

18.7 

16.4 

7.7 

70  over  the  figure  of  15,600  for  19^9* 
completed  by  private  enterprise. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


A  case  of  maternal  mortality  was  recorded  in  Seaford  during  1970.  This  was  only 
the  third  maternal  death  to  have  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  past  twenty-02ie 
years,  during  which  period  2,741  births  have  taken  place. 
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INFAMTILE  MORTALITY 


One  infant  death  occurred  during  1970. 

BIRTH  RATE 


The  crude  birth  rate  for  1970  was  9«9  per  1)000  population. 


DEATH  RATE 


The  crude  death  rate  for  1970  was  16.4  per  1,000  population  and  does  not  call  for 
any  comment.  The  average  age  at  death  of  Seaford  residents  was  74.4  years. 


Highest  age  at  death  was  96  years. 

Lowest  age  at  death  was  3  months. 

MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(1)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  92 

(2)  Cancer  (all  sites)  53 

(Cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus  accounted  for)  11 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (A^ffiNDMENT)  ACT,  1931 
No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  above  legislation. 


%  of  deaths 
35.2 

20.5 

4.2 
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Total  Under  4  Weeks  _ 

Cause  of  Death  Sex  All  4  &  Under  1-  5-  '1 5-  25-  35-  45-  53-  ^5- 

Ages  Weeks  1  Year 


Enteritis  and  other  M 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases  F  1 


Malignant  Neoplasm  M  1 

Oesophagus  F  1 


Malignant  Neoplasm  M  3 

Stomach  F  4 


Malignant  Neoplasm  M  7 

Intestine  F  6 


Malignant  Neoplasm  M 

Lung,  Bronchus  F 

Malignant  Neoplasm  M 

Breast  F 


11 


7 


Malignant  Neoplasm  M  3 

Prostate 


Leukaemia 


M 

F  1 


Other  Malignant 
Neoplasms 


M  1 

F  9 


Other  Endocrine 
etc.  Diseases 


M 

F  1 


Mental  Disorders 


M  1 

F 


Other  Diseases  of 
Nervous  System 


M 

F  5 


Chronic  Rheumatic 
Heart  Disease 


M  1 

F  2 


# 

_-_--_1  1  1 


1 


4 


1 

3 


1 

1 


2 


1 


2 


2 


1 


Hypertensive 

Disease 


M  2 

F  4 


1  1 
-  1  3 


Ischaemic  Heart 
Disease 


M  38 

F  25 


1  7  18  12 

-  3  8  14 


other  Forms  of 
Heart  Disease 


M  3 

F  5 


1  2 
1  4 


Cerebrovascular 

Disease 


M  21 
F  34 


1  9  11 
2  8  24 
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Cause  of  Death 


Total 
Sex  All 
Ages 


Under 

4 

Weeks 


4  V/eeks 

&  Under  1-  5-  15-  25-  55- 
1  Year 


45-  55-  65- 


75  Sc 

Over 


Other  Diseases  of  M  5 

Circulatory  System  F  7 

Influenza  M  5 

F  2 

Pneumonia  M  9 

F  6 

Bronchitis  aind  M  8 

Emphysema  F  1 

Asthma  M  1 

F 

Other  Diseases  of  M  - 

Respiratory  System  F  1 

Peptic  Ulcer  M  1 

F 

Cirrhosis  of  M  1 

Liver  F 

Other  Diseases  of  M  2 

Digestive  System  F  4 

Other  Diseases  M  1 

Genito-Ur inary  System  F  1 

Other  Complications  F  1 

of  Pregnancy  etc. 

Diseases  of  Musculo-  M 

Skeletal  System  F  1 

Symptoms  and  Ill-  M  2 

Defined  Conditions  F  3 

Motor  Vehicle  M  1 

Accidents  F 

All  Other  M  2 

Accidents  F 

Suicide  and  Self-  M 

Inflicted  Injuries  F  1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  M  128 

F  133 


1 


1 


1  2  1 

-  -  7 


2 

1 


1 

1 


8 

6 


------33 


2 

1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 

1 


1 

1 


1 


1 


1 


-  2 
-  3 


1  -  -  -  1 


1 


1 


2  2  17  51  55 
1  2  14  35  80 
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SE3CTI0N  II 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  FACILITIES  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

During  the  period  under  review,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Seaford  also 
acted  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Lewes,  the  Urban  District  of 
Newhaven  and  the  Rural  District  of  Chailey. 

Two  Public  Health  Inspectors  carried  out  their  particular  duties  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Seaford  during  the  year. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Sussex  Hospital, 
Brighton. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

This  service  is  supplied  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  who  have  a  centre  at 
Newhaven  which  covers  the  Seaford  area. 

HOSPITAL  FACILITIES 

Although  there  are  no  hospital  facilities  in  Seaford,  Seaford  residents  have 
available  the  hospital  and  specialist  sejrvices  provided  by  the  Eastbourne  Hospital 
Management  Committee  in  Eastbourne.  Similar  facilities  are  provided  in  Brighton  by 
the  Brighton  and  Lewes  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Both  these  Management  Committees 
are  in  the  area  of  the  South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  into 
Foredown  Hospitail,  Portslade.  Any  case  of  Smallpox  occurring  in  the  district  should 
be  sent  to  the  River  Hospitals,  Longreach,  Dart ford,  Kent. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

As  from  ^'\st  March,  1970,  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  terminated  the  arrainge- 
ment  whereby  the  East  Sussex  County  Nursing  Association  was  responsible,  on  the  County 
Council's  behalf,  for  the  nursing  and  domiciliary  midwife  services  in  the  district. 

From  that  date  the  County  Council  has  provided  the  services  direct. 

PROVISION  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  MENTALLY  DISORDERED 

The  East  Sussex  County  Council  administers  the  Mental  Health  Services  in  respect 
of  patients  outside  Institutions.  All  institutional  care  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

Services  provided  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  Clinic  in  Sutton  Road  include: 


Toddlers 
Child  Health 
Ante-natal 


2nd  Tuesday  morning 

2nd  Tuesday  and  4th  Friday  afternoon 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday  afternoons  and  1st  and 

3rd  Tuesday  afternoons 

Monday  to  Friday 

Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoon 

Monday  3  -  4.30  p.m.  Tuesday  evenings 

7-9  p.m. 

1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  V/ednesday 


Dentail 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 
Mothercraft  and  Ante-natal 
relaxation  classes 
Chiropody  for  elderly  and 
handicapped 
Speech  Therapy 
Cytology 


Mondays  (by  appointment) 

Friday  mornings  and  evenings  (as  necessary) 
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SECTION  III 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Mr.  J .  Murdoch  has  furnished  the  following  report  on  the  sanitary  supervision  of 
the  district. 


1.  STAFF 


The  staff  consists  of  two  Public  Health  Inspectors  who  also  act  as  Housing  Manager 
and  Deputy  Housing  Manager.  There  is  also  one  clerical  assistant  and  one  part-time 
rodent  operative  who  is  employed  for  five  morning  periods  each  week. 

2.  HOUSING 

As  in  the  previous  year,  no  new  building  programme  was  undertaken  in  the  period 
under  review  and  this  has  resulted  in  more  pressure  from  applicants  on  the  waiting 
list.  For  many  of  these  applicants  Council  accommodation  is  the  only  hope  they  have 
of  obtaining  decent  living  conditions  as  the  costs  involved  in  leasing  or  purchasing 
accommodation  on  the  private  market  is  in  many  instances  beyond  their  means.  It  may 
well  be  that  the  rents  of  Council  accommodation  in  the  future  will  also  strain  their 
financial  resources  as  the  costs  of  building  continue  to  soar  and  the  interest  rates 
remain  high. 

A  limited  programme  of  four  4  bedroom  houses  and  twelve  2  bedroom  houses  is 
scheduled  during  197'!  and  it  is  the  Council's  intention  to  follow  this  with  a  further 
programme  of  thirty-six  units  which  will  include  two  and  three  bedroom  houses  as  well 
as  one  bedroom  flats.  The  aim  is  to  create  a  well  balanced  community  where  the  variety 
of  units  will  allow  transfers  and  exchanges  in  the  future  within  the  area. 


153  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year  compared  with  230  in 

1969. 


Statistics 


The  following  figures  give  an  indication  of  the  activities  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  allocations,  transfers  and  the  maintenance  of  the  housing  waiting  lists: 

Allocations: - 

There  were  fourteen  allocations  during  1970. 

The  number  of  applicants  rehoused  being: - 


7  from  the  family  list 


7  from  the  single  bedroom  flat  list 


r 


9  tenants  were  transferred  to  alternative  accommodation 


2  exchanges  with  tenants  from  other  authorities 


New  Applications  Received: - 


Main  List 

One  bedroom  flat  list 


42 

28 


The  position  with  respect  to  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  waiting  lists 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows: - 
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Main  List 

One  Bedroom  Flat  List 


1 st  J anuary ,  1 970 


31st  December,  1970 


116 

84 


200 


3.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PEBTS  ACT,  1949  -  RODENT  CONTROL 


127 

94 


221 


A  free  service  is  provided  for  all  domestic  premises,  business  premises  being 
required  to  pay  on  an  hourly  basis  plus  the  cost  of  material  used.  The  work  is 
carried  out  in  the  main  by  the  part-time  rodent  operator  who  is  employed  for  four  hours 
each  day  for  five  days  a  week.  He  is  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Inspectors 
who  provide  advice  and  assisteince  as  and  when  required. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  1970  was  l88  compared  with  217  for  1969 
and  192  for  I968.  This  shows  a  slight  decrease  but  in  general  the  figure  has  remained 
reasonably  constant  during  the  past  few  years  notwithstanding  the  continued  expansion 
of  the  district. 

The  mice  resistance  to  Warfarin  continues  to  be  a  problem  but  fortunately  the 
alternative  poisons  are  proving  quite  effective  to  date.  No  cases  of  resistance  in 
rats  have  so  far  been  encountered  and  in  the  main  it  has  been  found  much  easier  to  deal 
with  rat  infestations  than  it  has  mice. 

The  number  of  properties  inspected  was  I88  with  an  additional  212  properties 
surveyed  in  conjunction  with  the  main  complaints  while  a  total  of  2,323  visits  were 
made  for  inspection  and  treatment  purposes. 

4.  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Ice-Cream 


Fifty-five  premises  within  the  district  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream. 

Five  samples  were  taken  and  the  result  of  the  Methylene  Blue  tests  were  graded  as 
follows: - 

Grade  I  4 
Grade  II  1 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1933 

Food  Premises 


The  food  premises  register  now  contains  records  of  premises  as  follows: - 


17 

21 

7 

9 

7 

1 

2 


Sweets/Ice-Cream 

5 

Clubs 

Grocers/Supermarkets 

7 

Butchers 

Bakers/ Confectioners 

13 

Greengrocers 

Public  Houses 

4 

Bakehouses 

Wines/Spirits 

19 

Cafes/Coffee  Bars/Restaurants 

Ice-Cream  Store  (Bulk) 

1 

Health  Foods 

Fish  &  Chip 

4 

10 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

Hotels 
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Food  Poisoning  One  food  poisoning  outbreak  was  reported  during  the  year  involving 
premises  being  used  as  a  holiday  home  for  school  children  from  the  London  area. 

The  organism  concerned  was  Salmonella  Indiana,  a  member  of  the  Salmonella  family 
not  previously  encountered  in  this  area.  Although  several  members  of  the  visiting 
party  of  school  children  as  well  as  some  of  the  permainent  staff  showed  typical  symptoms, 
no-one  v/as  seriously  ill  and  the  outbreak  was  of  short  duration. 

The  children  returned  to  their  homes  the  following  day  and  further  supervision 
became  the  responsibility  of  the  authority  in  whose  area  they  resided,  but  a  local 
investigation  was  carried  out  in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  trace  the  origin  of  the 
outbreak.  Members  of  the  permanent  staff  were  kept  under  observation  until  cleared  via 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  an  operation  which  lasted  for  many  weeks  before  all  the 
staff  were  considered  to  be  no  longer  carrying  the  organism  concerned. 

General  The  question  of  stock  rotation  with  particular  reference  to  perishable 
foods  is  something  of  a  hardy  annual  but  it  is  no  less  important  on  this  account. 
Innumerable  cases  occur  throughout  the  country  of  unfit  food  being  sold  through  faulty 
control  of  stock  and  this  subject  is  continually  stressed  during  routine  visits  to  food 
premises  within  the  district. 

It  may  be  that  a  system  will  be  devised  and  brought  into  operation  whereby  the 
consumer  will  be  able  to  tell  at  a  glance  whether  the  safety  date  for  sale  has  elapsed 
and  this  would  provide  an  excellent  safeguard  against  faulty  stock  rotation.  However, 
this  has  its  complications  as  the  customer  will  invariably  select  the  most  recently 
produced  item  if  presented  with  a  choice,  even  though  other  similar  items  on  sale  are 
well  within  the  safety  period. 

There  are  no  wholesale  food  premises  or  poultry  processing  premises  within  the 
district. 

Food  Inspections  All  meat  coming  into  the  district  has  been  already  inspected  by 
other  authorities  and  food  inspection  is  confined  to  tinned  foods  and  similar  products. 
V/hen  the  vendor  has  any  doubt  as  to  fitness,  he  seeks  the  aid  of  the  department  and  is 
normally  quite  willing  to  surrender  the  article  if  found  to  be  unfit. 

Food  Condemned 


Decomposition: 

Improperly  cured  Sc  Unfit  for 

Sale: 

Refrigeration  Breakdown: 

Blown  Tins: 


One  6  lbs  tin  Corned  Beef 

Two  stone  Smoked  Codling  Fillets 

One  72  lbs  Salmon 

14  lbs  Haddock 

102  lbs  Lamb 
8o4  lbs  Beef 
120  lbs  Pork 
12  lbs  Offal 

One  3  lbs  tin  Chicken  Breasts 


5.  V/ATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  to  the  Urban  District  is  provided  by  the  Mid-Sussex  Water  Company. 
Samples  were  taken  of  this  water  supply  throughout  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Brighton  as  a  test  for  bacterial  purity.  All  samples  submitted 
v/ere  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 
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One  small  rural  supply  serving  food  preparation  premises  is  from  a  shallow  well 
source  and  local  chlorination  is  required.  Regular  samples  from  this  supply  are  also 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  the  situation  is  kept  under  close 
observation. 

6.  SWIMMING  POOL 


Experience  is  being  gained  each  year  as  to  the  best  method  of  operating  this  pool 
which  was  originally  built  some  years  ago  for  school  children  and  is  somewhat  antiquated 
in  its  design  and  equipment.  It  was  open  from  June  till  September  and  proved  to  be  very 

popular  but  despite  heavy  use  at  peak  periods,  a  high  standard  of  clarity  and  chlorina¬ 

tion  was  maintained  throughout  the  season. 

7.  SEl-JERAGE 

Mains  drainage  has  now  been  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  district  including 
Bishopstone  Village  which  was  provided  with  a  sewer  during  1970.  Most  properties  in 
that  area  have  now  been  connected  to  the  sewer  although  there  are  still  a  few  which 

have  not  yet  taken  advantage  of  this  expensive  facility. 

Disposal  is  by  way  of  a  sea  outfall,  a  system  which  is  much  criticized  on  a 
national  basis  against  a  background  of  increasing  objection  to  general  pollution  of  the 
environment.  There  are  obvious  disadvantages  in  discharging  crude  sewage  within  a 
comparatively  short  distance  of  the  beach  and  regular  observations  are  maintained  to 
keep  check  of  the  general  flow  pattern  of  the  effluent  and  ascertain  if  there  is  any 
degree  of  pollution  of  the  beaches.  The  provision  of  an  alternative  method  of  disposal, 
although  desirable,  has  its  complications,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  economic 
factor. 

8 .  CARAVANS 


The  sole  licensed  site  in  the  area  was  regularly  inspected  throughout  the  season 
which  extends  from  Easter  until  October.  There  are  200  caravans  involved  and  the  site 
amepities  are  good.  The  standard  of  administration  is  high  and  no  complaints  were 
received  from  the  several  thousand  people  who  must  have  used  the  site  during  the  season. 

9.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  -  HOUSING 


Number  of  nuisances  and  housing  defects  53 

Number  where  nuisance  abated  or  defects  remedied 
as  a  result  of  informal  notice  52 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  1 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  1 

Closing  Order  on  building  and  still  operative  6 

10.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


The  general  standard  of  premises  throughout  the  premises  under  the  term.s  of  this 
Act  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  No  complaints  were  received  from  any  employee  during 
the  year  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  routine  inspections  showed  minor  infringements 
only. 
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In  addition  to  the  welfare  aspect  of  this  legislation  there  is  great  emphasis  on 
safe  working  conditions  and  this  means  that  the  person  making  the  inspection  has  now  to 
be  familiar  with  the  various  means  of  protecting  staff  from  possible  injury  when  operat 
ing  machinery  of  any  type  such  as  bacon  slicing  machines,  lifts,  electrical  appliances 
etc.  There  is  a  legal  obligation  on  employees  to  report  accidents  to  the  department 
and  investigations  are  then  carried  out  according  to  the  circumstances.  Several 
accidents  were  reported  during  the  yeair  but  these  were,  fortunately,  all  minor  in 
character  and  the  employees  involved  were  in  no  way  at  fault. 

138  premises  are  at  present  registered  and  85  visits  were  made,  many  of  these 
visits  being  in  conjunction  with  the  operation  of  other  Acts. 

11.  GENERAL  DUTIES 


An  unusual  feature  of  the  wide  variety  of  duties  undertaken  by  the  department 
during  1970  was  the  treatment  of  78  wasp  nests.  It  has  been  an  accepted  point  for  some 
years  that  assistance  be  given  in  appropriate  cases  where  considered  necessary  but  the 
number  of  cases  on  this  occasion  was  exceptionally  high. 

Many  complaints  are  received  each  year  concerning  the  burning  of  garden  refuse  but 
legal  action  in  the  main  affords  no  easy  remedy  for  this  type  of  complaint  and  informal 
persuasion  is  often  relied  upon  in  the  hope  that  common  sense  and  good  neighbourliness 
will  prevail. 

In  addition  to  the  above  duties,  the  department's  activities  extend  over  a  very 
wide  field  and  it  is  not  unknown  for  assistsoice  to  be  requested  on  problems  which  are 
not  strictly  within  the  recognised  duties.  Every  effort  is  made  to  assist  with  advice 
and  appropriate  action  wherever  possible. 

12.  FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 

In  the  Urban  District  there  are  two  factories  on  the  register  in  which  Sections  1 , 
2,  3i  ^  and  6  of  the  above  Act  are  enforced  and  39  factories  in  which  Section  7  only  is 
enforced.  During  1970  ten  inspections  were  carried  out.  Details  are  as  follows: - 
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PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including) 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector) 


NUMBER 

NUMBER  OF 

PREMISES 

ON 

REGISTER 

INSPECTIONS 

WRITTEN 

NOTICES 

OCCUPIERS 

PROSECUTED 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3*4  &  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7  is 

2 

- 

- 

- 

enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

39 

10 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

(excluding  out-worker's 
premises) 

TOTALS: 

4l 

i  10 

_ 

_ 

- 

2.  CASES  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: - 


PARTICULARS 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  IN  WHICH 

defects  were  found 

FOUND 

REMEDIED 

V/ant  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  Act 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

TOTALS: 

2 

2 

PART  VIII  of  the  ACT 


OUTV/ORK 

(SECTIONS  and  134) 


NIL 

_ 
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SECTION  IV 


PREVELANCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


24  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  Seaford  during  1970.  The  details 
were  as  follows: - 


1 

DISEASE 

NUMBER  OF 

CASES 

ADMITTED  TO 
HOSPITAL 

DEATHS 

Infective  Hepatitis 

10 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

7 

1  not  confirmed 

" 

- 

Meajsles 

6 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

SECTION  V 
TUBERCULOSIS 


In  1970,  two  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  amongst  Seaford 
residents.  In  addition,  one  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified  amongst  people 
coming  to  live  in  the  area.  There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

Number  of  cases  on  register  at  December  3"^st,  1970. 

MALES  FEMALES 

Pulmonary  Non~Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-»Pulmonary  TOTAL 

r 

40  3  29  7  79 

Whereas  at  December  31st,  1969»  the  number  of  cases  on  the  register  was:- 

40  3  50  7  80 
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